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COMICS
HISTORY

Time Period Comics Age

1897-1937 Platinum or Pre-Golden Age

1938-1955 Golden Age

1956-1972 Silver Age

1973-1985 Bronze Age

1986-present Modern Age (Plastic, Tin, Iron)



COMICS IN THE 50S



SCIENCE FICTION



HORROR



EC

• 1944
• Educational Comics
•Max Gaines
•William Gaines (since 1947)
• „New Trend” (1950
-1954/5)



EC



EC



EC



TALES FROM THE CRYPT

• International Comics #1-5 
(1947)

• International Crime Patrol #6 
(1948)

• Crime Patrol #7-16 (1948-
1950) 

• The Crypt of Terror #17-19 
(1950)

• Tales From the Crypt #20-46 
(1950-1955)

• bi-monthly



TV SERIES

•HBO
• 1989-1996
• 7 seasons (93 episodes)
• perfectly recreates the 
atmosphere of comic book 
stories



THEMES

• revenge from beyond 
the grave (crime 
stories)
• justice
• betrayal
• ghosts
• zombies
•werewolves
• haunted houses



HORROR GENRE
STEPHEN KING

three descending levels:
– terror
– fear
– revulsion



TERROR

• haunted house?
• nature of threat = 
unknown
• intuitive fear



FEAR
• The Thing from the Sea
• haunted cabin
• revenge from beyond the grave
• visualized terror



REVULSION

• The Trophy
• mad „scientist”
• rarely present in Tales from the 
Crypt



SHOCK SUSPENSTORIES

• 1952 (February/March) –
1955 (December/January)

• various genres
• 18 issue
• bi-monthly
• social criticism
• “preachies”



“PREACHIES”

• Patriots
• superficiality of American patriotism
• real vs arm-chair patriotism



“PREACHIES”
• The Guilty
• racism, prejudice
• institutional racism



“PREACHIES”
WEIRD FANTASY

• Patriots
• racism
• controversial story



CRITICISM OF COMICS

• similar to mass culture 
criticism common in the 
fifties
• concern for youth reading 
preferences
• comics and juvenile 
delinquency



MORAL PANIC

• comics were condemned in 
press
• researches on  harmfulness 
of comics for young readers
• attempts to legally limit 
distribution of comics 
(vetoed)
• comics burning (1948)



CRUSADERS
FREDRIC WERTHAM AND ESTES KEFAUVER



FREDRIC WERTHAM
SEDUCTION OF THE INNOCENT



FREDRIC WERTHAM
SEDUCTION OF THE INNOCENT

• crime comics
• comics as a source of 
violence among juvenile
• all comics depicted violence
• racist
• erotic content



FREDRIC WERTHAM
SEDUCTION OF THE INNOCENT

• comic book stories mostly 
contain violence
• violence is an end itself
•manual for juvenile 
delinquents



FREDRIC WERTHAM
SEDUCTION OF THE INNOCENT

• liberal and progressive 
approach
• evil is individual predisposition
• evil is present in social 
environment
• comics are one of the factors 
responsible for the rise of 
juvenile delinquency



FREDRIC WERTHAM
SEDUCTION OF THE INNOCENT

comics as a sexual stimulus 
for juvenile



HEARINGS

•United States Senate 
Subcommittee on 
Juvenile Delinquency
• hearings on comic books 
(1954):
–21-22 April
–4 June



WERTHAM
HAUNT OF FEAR #19

• Foul Play
• revenge story
• baseball match played with 
human head
• revulsion



A MATTER OF TASTE

• for William Gaines it was 
just a matter of taste
• each story should be read 
in the context of the genre 
it represents



COMICS CODE

• Comics Magazine Association 
of America (CMAA) (1954)
• Comics Code Authority 
• auto-censorship 
• not in operation since 2011



CONTEXT

• correspondence with readers 
(The Crypt-Keeper’s Corner)
• adults were not familiar with 
the certain style of EC 
comics
• generation gap?



PULP EMPIRE

• vision of America as a 
violent place
• “American monomyth”
•wrongly used “soft power”


